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Guide to the Carstarphen Family Papers
 

 
Descriptive Summary:  

Creator: Doy Leale McCall Sr., 1896-1971 

Title: The Doy Leale McCall Sr. Papers, Carstarphen Series 

Dates: 1818-1908 

Quantity: .5 Linear Feet 

Abstract: The Carstarphen Family Papers contains correspondence of both a personal and 

business nature, business receipts, musings, and ephemera created by Oren Datus 

Carstarphen, Joseph Chapel (JC) Carstarphen, Joseph John (JJ) Carstarphen, and Margaret 

Elizabeth Carstarphen. The collection is comprised of .5 linear feet of material, including 3 

ledgers, music scores, and cotton factor reports.  

Accession: 546-2011 

 

 
 

Biographical Note: 

The Carstarphen Family dates back to c.1746 when Robert Corstorphine later changed the 

name to Carstarphen. Robert married Drusilla Evans and had 6 children: Robert, Joel, John, 

Marshal, Elizabeth and Oney Carstarphen. Robert’s brother, James N. Carstarphen (d. 1816) 

fathered Nancy, Elizabeth, Oren Datus (O.D.), Thomas Chapel (1779-1851), Joseph John, 

James Henry, Sarah Rebecca (b.1812), and William Daniel Carstarphen (1814-1883).  

 

The early Carstarphen families lived throughout the southeast, with the majority residing in 

Wilcox and Monroe Counties in Alabama. The Carstarphens owned cotton plantations and 

sold cotton at cotton factors in Mobile, Alabama.  

 

 
 

Scope and Content: 

The collection includes letters of correspondence, business receipts, ledger books, and 

personal writings of Oren Datus Carstarphen, JC Carstarphen, Margaret Elizebeth 

Carstarphen, and JJ Carstarphen. 
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Provenance: 

Gift of Doy Leale McCall III, Margaret McCall Rolfsen, and John Peter Crook McCall, 2011. 

 
 

Arrangement: 

Materials are separated by creator and organized by type and chronology. 

 

 
 

Access Restrictions: 

This material is open for research. 

 

 
 

Usage Restrictions: 

The right of access to materials held by The McCall Library does not imply that The McCall 

Library gives you, the user, the right of publication or the right to quote from materials 

within this collection. Permission for reprinting, reproduction, or quotation from the (rare) 

books, manuscripts, prints, or drawings located at The McCall Library must be obtained from 

the copyright holder of the material you wish to reprint, reproduce, or quote. The 

reader/user bears all responsibility for any possible infringement of copyright.  

 

 
 

Copyright Notice: 

Copyright is retained by the authors of the items in these [papers/records / items], or their 

descendants, as stipulated by United States copyright law. The user is responsible for 

adhering to all United States copyright laws.   

 

 
 

Preferred Citation:     

[Title of Item], Title of Collection, The Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 

University of South Alabama, Mobile, Alabama. 
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Sensitive Materials Statement: 

Manuscript collections and archival records may contain material(s) of a sensitive or 

confidential nature that is protected under federal or state rights to privacy. Researchers are 

advised that the disclosure of certain information pertaining to identifiable living individuals 

represented in this collection without the consent of those individuals may have legal 

ramifications (e.g., an invasion of privacy may arise if you publish facts concerning an 

individual’s private life that could be deemed highly offensive to a reasonable person). The 

Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library and the University of South Alabama 

assume no responsibility for the disclosure by researchers of such sensitive or confidential 

information. 

 

 
  

Guide prepared by: Alodia Arnold 

Guide prepared date: 8/28/2024 

Guide updated by: Deborah Gurt 

Guide last updated: 1/14/2025 

 

 
 

Related Content:  Pickens Papers, Winter Papers, Stabler 

 

 

 
Content List:  

 

Carstarphen Correspondence, 1818-1908.  .5 linear feet (one container). 

 

Folder list: 

1. Thomas Chapel Carstarphen: Personal Correspondence and business receipts, 1818-1845 

2. Oren Datus Carstarphen: Personal Correspondence, Business Receipts, 1816 -1868 [Bulk 

1860-1868] 
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3. Oren Datus Carstarphen: Personal Correspondence, Business Receipts, 1870-1892 

4. Oren Datus Carstarphen: Ledger Book 1849-1866 

5. JC Carstarphen: Personal Correspondence, Business Receipts, Writings, 1845-1895 

6. Oren Datus Carstarphen and JC Carstarphen: Cotton Receipts and business 

correspondence, 1878-1891 

7. Margaret Elizabeth Carstarphen: Songs or Poems, 1869 and undated 

8. Margaret Elizabeth Carstarphen: Personal Correspondence,  

  1852-1901 

9. Daniel McLean Carstarphen: Personal Correspondence and Business Correspondence, 

1882 -1908 

10. Daniel McLean Carstarphen: Two Ledger Books, 1897-1905 

11. Joseph John (JJ): Personal Correspondence, 1842-1864 

12. General Correspondence and receipts of individuals, 1824-1877 

13. Ephemera receipts, music score, lists, undated   
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