
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Wednesday 19, 2018, 2: p.m. @ Room-2121, 
Shelby Hall 

 

 

 

  Tara Brewer  

CFITS Speaker Profile 

Information Analyst, Tools & Methodology, Stakeholder 

Engagement and Cyber Infrastructure Resilience 

tara.brewer@hq.dhs.gov 

Ms. Brewer serves as an IT analyst for the Stakeholder Engagement and Cyber 
Infrastructure Resilience (SECIR) Division of the Office of Cybersecurity and 

Communications’ (CS&C) National Protection and Programs Directorate (NPPD). She 
supports the Cybersecurity Advisor (CSA) program and Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) with the mission of strengthening the security and resilience of the 

nation's critical infrastructure. 
 

Under SECIR, Ms. Brewer supports the production of methodologies & the 
development of various tools used by the CSA program to measure and strengthen 
the cybersecurity management capabilities of critical infrastructure organizations 

across the Nation. Additionally, Ms. Brewer provides surge support to advance CSA 
outreach objectives. The CSA program deploys regionally-located personnel across 

the Nation to promote cybersecurity preparedness, risk mitigation, and incident 
response capabilities through engaging with stakeholders, partnerships, and direct 

assistance activities. 
 

Within DHS, Ms. Brewer has also supported Cybersecurity Education, Awareness, and 
Workforce Development (CE&A), sustaining the National Initiative for Cybersecurity 

areers and Studies (NICCS). During this time she collaborated with DOD & the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, promoting NIST Cybersecurity 

Framework. Prior to joining DHS, Ms. Brewer supported the United States Air Force 
333rd Squadron, Cyber Defense School, where she focused on digital forensics 

confirming digital security & data integrity. 
 

Ms. Brewer is a graduate of USA SoC where she earned her MS in Computer & 
Information Sciences. She is also a recipient of the (SFS), Scholarship for Service Cyber 
Scholars. That was funded by the National Science Foundation & the Department of 

Defense. Ms. Brewer earned her BS in Applied Computing Systems & Technology 
Computer & Information Sciences at Tulane University. 

 

DIGITAL FORENSICS INFORMATION 

INTELLIGENCE RESEARCHGROUP 

Every Thursday   

4:00—5:00 p.m. 

 Shelby Hall Rm 3104 

SYSTEMS PROTECTION AND 

EXPLOITATION RESEARCH GROUP 

(SPERG) 
Every Friday 10 – 11 a.m. 

@Shelby Hall Rm 2327 

www.soc.southalabama.e 

du/sperg/ 

PARTNER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

Contact Keith Lynn at 

251-460-7643. For 
scheduling HOLLA click 
on the link below. 

 Schedule HOLLA 
 

CFITS LECTURE SERIES 
Wednesday Lecture and Network Forum 

 

Wednesday Feb 20th @ 2:30PM  
 Room-2121 
Shelby Hall 

 
 

CFITS Speaker Profile  

“Brent Hutfless” 

  IT Security Director 

Wind Creek Hospitality 

Phone # 251-445-7378 
Address- 303 Poarch Rd, Atmore,  

AL 36502 

 

Brent heads the information security program for Wind 
Creek Hospitality, the gaming and hospitality enterprise of 

the Poarch Band of Creek Indians. Wind Creek employs 
over 4000 team members at a variety of hotel, casino, 
dining, shopping, and entertainment venues located in 

Alabama, Florida, Nevada, Aruba, and Curacao. His security 
experience spans 25 years and includes leadership roles at 

a Top 100 US Federal contractor and US Navy 
headquarters-level commands. He is passionate about 

security and technology, and enjoys presenting, writing, 
mentoring, researching security and privacy issues and 

collaborating on innovative business solutions.  
 

Quote of the Month 
 

“Technology is just a tool. In 
terms of getting the kids 

working together and 
motivating them, the teacher is 

the most important” 
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Dr. Ryan Benton is an Assistant Professor in the School of Computing at the University of South 
Alabama. Prior to Joining USA, Dr. Benton was a research scientist at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette (UL Lafayette). While associated with UL Lafayette, he also served as Director of 
Research for Star Software Systems Corporations from 2001 to 2005. Dr. Benton is a researcher 
in the center for Advanced Research in Forensic Science (CARFS) and was a founding member of 
the Center for Visual and Decision Informatics (CVDI); both are Nation Science Foundation 
Industry/ University Collaborative Research Centers. He received his B.S. degree in Computer 
information Systems (1995) from Loyola University New Orleans and his M.S. (1997) and Ph.D. 
(2001) in Computer Science at UL Lafayette. His research interest lies in the fields of data mining 
and machine learning, with a current focus upon advanced pattern mining methods, novel graph 
mining algorithms, and applications in forensics and cybersecurity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Faculty Profile 
 

Dr. Ryan Benton, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, School of Computing,  

University of South Alabama 
Phone: (251) 460-6298 

rbenton@southalabama.edu 
Shelby Hall, Room 1117 

 
 

 

School of Computing Events 

Friday, February 01 SPERG—Shelby Hall, Room-2327 

Wednesday, February 06 Data Science, Shelby Hall, Room-3104 

Thursday, February 07 USA President ad Provost Meet and Greet 

Sunday, February 10 Faculty deadline to report previous month’s leave through PAWS 

Friday, February 15 SPERG—Shelby Hall, Room-2327 

Wednesday, February 20 CFITS Lecture Series, Speaker- Brent Hutfless 

Thursday, February 21 Digital Forensics Group Meeting, Shelby Hall, Room-3104 

Friday, February 22 Blood Drive in Shelby Hall 

Tuesday, February 26 Industry 4.0 Meeting, Room -3104 

 


